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Aix-la-Chapelle so severe a crisis, predicted, however, by the
doctor, that her life was thought in danger.
The intended journey to Berlin was countermanded, and the
tragedienne requested to go to Potsdam.
This change in her movements gave rise to the most absurd
conjectures; a political mystery was attached to that which
had the most simple and natural explanation. The real cause
was the shortness of sojourn the Empress of Russia was to
make in her brother's dominions, and the state of her majes-
ty's health, which precluded her enduring the fatigue of pub-
lic fetes and receptions. It had, therefore, been decided that
whatever amusement was procured for the illustrious invalid
should be enjoyed enfamille in the retirement of the royal
residence.-
On the 8th of July Eachel gave her first performance in
the new palace of Potsdam, appearing, as usual, in Camille.
On her arrival at the palace, whither she had been sum-
moned early, the tragedienne found a sumptuous dinner await-
ing her. With a view to her honor, it had been arranged
that the scenic queen should dine only with such of her ,at-
tachds as she chose to invite, while the secondary personages,
the small-fry of confidants, traitors, second-hand heroes, &c.,
&c., were fed at a separate table. But Eachel had the good
Jaste to say she could not admit of such distinctions, adding
that on the eve of a great battle a good general should mess
with his soldiers.
As the performance was to take place late in the evening,
one of the royal carriages was placed at the tragedienne's dis-
posal, and the king's reader accompanied her on an excursion
round the chate_au of Sans Souci. In the course of the drive
she met the Crown Prince and Prince Frederick of the Neth-
erlands, who were profuse in their compliments-
In the evening^ Camille, elate with hope and pride, played
with all the energy of which she was capable, and was greatly
admired. She was presented, by desire of her majesty, to the
Empress of Russia, who graciously said, "I have often re-
gretted, mademoiselle, the etiquette that forbids external to-
of approbation; but, had it been otherwise, to-day we
0re, applauded, so great was our emotion." The

